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Education and Employment Record 

 

Academic Education and University Degrees 

 1995: Board Exam and Habilitation in Dermatology, University of Muenster, Germany (in the 

EU) 

 1989: Board Exam and Habilitation in Dermatology, University of Zurich, Switzerland 

 1980 – 1983: Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Biocenter, University Basel, Switzerland 

 1977 – 1980: Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Rutgers Medical School, Piscataway, NJ, USA  

 1977: MD/PhD, Expt. Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland 

 1976: MD, University of Oulu, Finland 

 

Employment 

 Since 2003: Professor and Chair, Department of Dermatology, Medical Center – University of 

Freiburg  

 1993 – 2003: Professor / Senior staff member, Dermatology, University of Muenster 

 1984 – 1993: Resident & Senior staff member, Dermatology, University of Zurich 

 

Coordinating Functions (since 2003) 

 2016 – present: Member of the “Forum Health Research” of the German Federal Ministry of 

Education and Research (BMBF) 

 2016 – present: Co-Program Spokesman Berta-Ottenstein-Program for Clinician Scientists, 

University of Freiburg 

 2016 – present: Deputy Editor, Journal of Investigative Dermatology 

 2012 – present: Vice President for Medicine, German Research Foundation (DFG) 

 2015 – present: Coordinator: “Repurposing biomolecules for the treatment of epidermolysis 

bullosa, EBThera” (European E-Rare Program) 

 2008 – 2011: Coordinator, “International Kindler syndrome network – Kindlernet” (European 

E-Rare Program) 

 2008 – 2013: Fellow and Director of “School of Life Sciences”, Freiburg Institute of Advanced 



 

 

Studies (FRIAS) 

 

Scholarships / Awards / Honors (selected) 

 2017: Honorary doctorate, University of Oulu, Finland  

 2017: Honorary doctorate, Semmelweis University, Budapest, Hungary 

 2014: Distinguished Investigator Award, International Society of Matrix Biology 

 2012: Member of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences 

 2010: Member of the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences 

 2009: Eva Luise Köhler Prize for Research on Rare Diseases 

 2009: Chair, Gordon Research Conference “Collagens” 

 2008: Rudi Cormane Lecture, European Society for Dermatological Research 

 2007: Member of the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina 

 2007: Maria Duran Lectureship from the International Society for Dermatology 

 2002: Chair, Gordon Research Conference “Basement membranes” 

 2000 – 2001: Visiting Professor of Dermatology, Harvard Medical School 

 1994 – 1999: Heisenberg Fellowship from the German Research Foundation (DFG) 

 

Currently funded Projects 

1) European E-Rare Program: “Repurposing biomolecules for the treatment of epidermolysis 

bullosa, EBThera”; 2) DEBRA International: REFLECT – A dual-center prospective exploratory phase II 

trial to establish safety, tolerability and efficacy of losartan in children with RDEB; 3) DEBRA 

International: Validation of Ruxolitinib, a FDA-approved pharmacological inhibitor of JAK1/2, as a 

therapeutic agent for dermal fibrosis and tumor invasion in RDEB; 4) DEBRA International: Anti-

fibrotic mode of action and efficacy of TXA127 as disease modifying therapy for RDEB. 
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